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How to Save a Life One Lap at a Time

	Just one lap, just one dollar, can make a difference in just one life. There are many things that bring communities together in times of hardship and distress. Relay for Life is an annual event held in the Edwardsville community that brings people together to fundraise for the American Cancer Society.
	At Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, the Public Relations Student Society of America is gathering members for its Purple PRoject team to walk against cancer in the universities annual Relay for Life event. Sarah Rohner serves as the PRSSA’s team captain for the second year in a row. Rohner had PRSSA join this event for the first time last year and far exceeded her original goal of $1,500 by raising $2,484.
	Even though this event has a serious, major goal, it offers exciting activities for participants. Some of the events held each year include an opening ceremony, survivors lap, luminaria ceremony, and individual walking. Events may hold engaging activities to entertain walkers as the night grows late, like a drag show, hunks in trunks competition, and a dodge ball game. Each of these individual events is held by a separate organization as a last minute fundraiser to add to the treasury for their final total.  
	The Relay for Life website states, “With your help, we aren’t just fighting one type of cancer – we’re fighting for every birthday threatened by every cancer in every community.” The money raised doesn’t simply go to research, but to helping patients and survivors to cope with the disease. The money goes to providing rides to patients who can’t get to treatment themselves, to helping women feel pretty 

-more-

again, to supportive talks, and even to give students dealing with cancer a chance to go to college. Rohner stated that the survivor stories told at the event are inspiring. 
	 “It’s amazing to be in a room with so many people with the same passion,” said Rohner. “We have to continue to fight for a cure to honor their fights against this disease.”
	PRSSA’s Relay for Life team, the Purple PRoject, could use any and all contributions for this year’s event. The theme for the Purple PRoject this year is Mickey Mouse. The team is fundraising with tickets to a Blue’s game, on-campus bake sale, and online media. 
If you are interested you can contact Sarah Rohner via email at srohner@siue.edu and start your pledge to end cancer. If you want to start your own team, you can visit www.relayforlife.org. Anyone can participate and everyone should. For more information about the event itself and to see exactly why it is so important in the fight against cancer, you can go to www.relayforlife.org. 
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